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Next stage requiring Chief Constable resignation  

Avon and Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens has today made a formal statutory decision to 
require Chief Constable Nick Gargan to resign as set out in the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011. 
 
The latest stage in the process requires the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) to notify the Police and Crime Panel and 
the Chief Constable by a formal statutory decision to use section 38 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 
2011. 
 
The Police and Crime Panel have six-weeks from today (October 14) to hold a private hearing in which they can call on the 
PCC and Mr Gargan to make oral representations. 
 
The Police and Crime Panel is required to make a recommendation to the PCC which she must have regard to when making 
her final decision on whether to require the Chief Constable to resign. 
 
On Friday, September 25, the PCC received a letter from Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Constabulary Sir Thomas Winsor, 
supporting her decision to initiate the process requiring the Chief Constable to resign.  
 
In his view a Chief Constable without the confidence of his officers and staff risked the efficiency and effective running of 
the Constabulary. 
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